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Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus 

answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  23 

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed 

him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 

pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he 

had be sold to repay the debt. 26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. 

'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27 The 

servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 "But 

when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back 

what you owe me!' he demanded. 29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and 

begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 30 "But he refused. 

Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay 

the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had 

happened. 32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he 

said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 

Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 

34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 

should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat 

each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."   

 

Matthew 6:12 (Lord’s Prayer) 

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 
 

As we “have forgiven” our debtors  (past tense)  

 

1. JESUS SAID, OUR PERSONAL FORGIVENESS FROM GOD 

IS UNMISTAKABLY LINKED TO OUR WILLINGNESS TO 

FORGIVE OTHERS. 

Matt 18:35  (today’s text) 

"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 

forgive your brother from your heart."   
 

Matthew 6:14-15  (immediately after Lord’s Prayer) 

14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive 

men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

 

Mark 11:25 

And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 

anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive 

you your sins."   

 

2. UNFORGIVENESS IS LIKE AN UNTREATED CANCER THAT  

BECOMES BITTERNESS AND DESTROYS US. 

Jesus taught us to Forgive because He knew the power of 

Unforgiveness to Destroy us 
 

John 10:10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full (more abundantly). 
 

Example: Elder Son (Luke 15) 

 

3. UNFORGIVENESS IS THE ROOT OF MANY STRUGGLES IN 

OUR LIFE. 

Anger Depression Cynicism Lack of Trust 
 

Perhaps you’ve been hurt and you haven’t forgiven. 

The root may well be Unforgiveness. 

 

4. JESUS DEMONSTRATES FOR US THE POWER OF 

FORGIVENESS. 

Luke 23:34 

Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing." 

 



5. ETERNAL FORGIVENESS COMES THROUGH THE BLOOD 

OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Hebrews 9:22 

Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  
 

Romans 3:23-25 

23… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through faith in his blood.  

 

6. FORGIVENESS HEALS AND TRANSFORMS OUR HEART 

Ezekiel 36:26 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh.  


