Complete Unity

Wylie United Methodist Church
Pastor Jeff Hatcher — June 27, 2010

[ohn 17:20-23

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who
will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that
they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May
they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

1. ONENESS IS JESUS” HEART FOR HIS PEOPLE
[ohn 17:20-21
20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.

2. ONENESS COMES ONLY THROUGH UNIFIED
PURPOSE
Eph 4:3-13
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit- just as
you were called to one hope when you were called- 5 one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all. 7-10 ... 11 It was
[Jesus] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.

. TOLERANCE IS DIFFERENT THAN UNITY

Tolerance: sympathy or indulgence for beliefs or practices
differing from or conflicting with your own

. WE ARE UNIFIED AT THE CROSS THROUGH

CHRIST

Gal 3:26-29

26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to the promise.

. GOD CAN EVEN USE OUR DISAGREEMENTS

FOR HIS PURPOSES

35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they
and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.
36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back
and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached
the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 37
Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them,
38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with
them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement




that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed
for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by
the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

. UNITY THROUGH CHRIST JESUS PLEASES

GOD
Ps 133:1
How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in

unity!




